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President’s Letter
Joyce Voss, President, pres@azwvgs.org

	 Our Open House is on 
October 25, 2026.  One of the 
day’s highlights is a display of 
our military ancestors. Pam 
LaFond has been talking to us 
about this since spring and is still 
offering display materials to our 
members. The deadline for picture 

submissions is October 10. So, you still have time to 
memorialize your military heroes.
	 Additionally, Sandy Enkey will demonstrate 
various ways to search our online catalog. Lineage 
Society groups will be available. We will have tours, 
vendors, giveaways, plus a few surprises. Please join 
us that Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the West 
Valley Genealogical Society in Youngtown. If we 
have not met yet, please introduce yourself. Getting 
to know you would be my pleasure.
	 Our new Inclusion Committee is reaching out to 
Indigenous Tribes, Youth Groups, Ethnic Societies, 
the Black Family and Historical Society, and several 
other organizations. We are exploring if we use ASU 
research on Hispanic Records or discover what 
some of our smaller counties hold. Our purpose is 
to see how we can work together to share resources, 
speakers, and mutual objectives. Reaching out will 
help us grow. We are looking for a few good women 
and men to join this new effort. Contact Lou McLean 
at 623-414-0955 for more details and meeting times. 
	 October is Family History Month. I know 
very little about my paternal grandmother, 
Emma Van Hecke. Going back in her line, the 
name changes several times. I learned that there 
is a “fringe” relative who signed the Declaration 
of Independence. Alas, not a direct descendant 
of mine. There was a set of brothers about 10 
generations back. My relative stayed in Europe for 
another couple of hundred years. The other came 
to the New World, and his descendant signed. 
This month, maybe I can learn more about my 
grandmother, Emma.

General Membership Meeting
Hidden Gems in the News
October 12th - Melony Young

	 “Hidden Gems in Newspapers” is a general 
presentation with three segments. The first 
describes how newspapers can help your 
genealogical research. We cover the basics and 
some hidden gems that are very helpful and fun. 
The second section goes over tips for searching in 
newspapers. There are some tricks that produce 
hidden gems more effectively.  The final section 
covers GenealogyBank.com specifically and also 
some of the unique content that the site provides to 
our users.

Melony Young: Sr. Director of Consumer Support, 
NewsBank, Inc./GenealogyBank.com
	 Melony Young is an 
experienced Customer 
Experience Expert and Corporate 
Trainer across many industries. 
She joined NewsBank / 
GenealogyBank in 2020. 
	 Melony’s love of Genealogy 
and Family History comes from 
a strong appreciation for the 
family research done by her grandmother who was 
dedicated to preserving her family stories. 
	 Melony has been a RootsTech speaker for the 
past two years and presents regularly to Genealogical 
Societies across the nation.

Calendar of Events
October 5................................................ Board Meeting
October 12...................................Membership Meeting
October 15........................ November Tidbits Deadline
October 25.................................................. Open House

WVGS is the number one Genealogical Library in Arizona!
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West Valley Genealogical Society Board
Joyce Voss....................................................President
Stephanie Sparks.......................... 1st Vice President
Alice Faust.................................. 2nd Vice President
TBD...........................................Recording Secretary
Teresa Rogers..............................................Treasurer
Barbara Shroyer.........................Director Education
Sarah Maxwell........................ Director Fundraising
Jim Weichel.............................. Director Technology
Gloria Parker........Director Membership Outreach
Pam LaFond.................... Director Library Services
Karen Lee..................................Director Collections
Charlie Mannino................................ Tidbits Editor

Mission Statement
	 The Society and its Library invite, welcome 
and help persons who are interested in genealogy 
regardless of race, creed, sex, age, disability, 
or national origin. Our goals are to provide 
access to reliable research sources using the best 
technology practices, provide quality educational 
opportunities, encourage collaborative research, 
promote scholarly publication or research by 
the Society and its members, and archive and 
preserve genealogy records.

Monthly Membership Meetings
	 	 September through May, second Monday of the 
month. The Library is closed on meeting days. A 
meeting archive is available at our website. 

Current Library Hours 
Check the website for the most recent schedule

Monday and Friday....................... 12:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday..........9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday........................................................ closed 
Sunday (October to April)............ 12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Closed the second Monday of each month from 
September to May for Monthly Membership Meeting.

		  WVGS Library
		  12222 N. 111th Avenue 
		  Youngtown, AZ 85363-1225      
		  623-933-4945

	 The West Valley Genealogical Library operates 
as a reference Library, with resources for on-site 
research. Remote access for members is available.

Please check our website at https://azwvgs.org 
for current information.

Welcome New Members
Gloria Parker, Director Membership Outreach 

dir.membership@azwvgs.org

	 During the summer WVGS acquired twenty-
one new members, bringing our membership 
total to 566. Please welcome the following new 
members: Barbara Naslund, Richard Holley, Grace 
Fillucoo, Mary Alyce Grube, Leslie Thesing, Marcia 
Huscher, Amanda Hallfrisch, Jennifer Wagner, 
Lynne Alexander, Pam Haggard, Gary Haggard, 
Carrie Robson, Lynise Trice, LaToya Lee, Andre Lee, 
Beth Wenger, Jerry Cunningham, Kathleen King, 
Kathleen Ripley Leo, Joe Aldas and Kelly Peterson. 
New Members can pick up their membership cards 
at the library during open hours or at the monthly 
meetings (second Mondays at 1:00 pm) from 
September to May. 

Class Schedule
Connie Sheets, Education Committee Chairperson

Novice Genealogy Workshop: Getting Organized .
........................ Stephanie Sparks and Dru Froggett 

Tuesday, October 20, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Novice Genealogy Workshop: Finding Records...............
................................Stephanie Sparks and Dru Froggett

Tuesday, November 17, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Ancestry ProTools............................ Connie Sheets
Saturday, December 12, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Novice Genealogy Workshop: Getting Organized . .
........................ Stephanie Sparks and Dru Froggett 

Tuesday, December 15, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

	 Classes are now open for registration in the online 
store; they are listed in chronological order in the 
store. For details about the content of each class and to 
register, visit: https://azwvgs.org/store/classes/ 
	 Check eNews, Tidbits, Facebook or the WVGS 
website regularly as classes may be added, canceled, 
or rescheduled throughout the year. For further 
information, e-mail classes@azwvgs.org

Office Supplies?
	 Looking for supplies like blank binders, plastic 
sleeves, sorters, etc. Check the display by the front 
door at the library first. It is filled with excess office 
supplies that are available for a donation. 

mailto:pres%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:1stvp%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:2ndvp%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:recordingsec%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dir.education%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dir.fundraising%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dircec%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dir.membership%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dir.librarysvcs%40azwvgs.org?subject=
mailto:dir.cdc%40azwvg.org?subject=
mailto:tidbits%40azwvgs.org?subject=
https://azwvgs.org
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**Send VAA to Jim**

Volunteer Appreciation Award
Stephanie Sparks, 1stvp@azwvgs.org

Denee Rodriguez - September 2026
	 It takes quite a variety of 
talents to keep WVGS running, 
and we’ve long been privileged 
to have volunteers with those 
talents. This month’s award goes 
to someone who has a lot of talent 
and, in addition, the willingness to 
take on a project no one at WVGS 
had ever done before.
	 As WVGS has tiptoed into 
social media, we realized we needed to tell our story 
differently if we were going to attract a larger, more far-
flung and diverse membership. One of the new tools 
we needed was a video – something short but which 
distilled what WVGS provides to those interested in 
genealogy.
	 Denee stepped up to take on the challenge. Over 
three months, from finding a producer willing to 
give us a 95% discount on the filming and editing, 
recruiting and managing a group of extras in three 
shifts, recruiting her husband Carlos to reward 
volunteers with a wonderful lunch, the project 
culminated in filming day. She showed up before 5:00 
a.m. with flowers from her garden for the opening 
shot at sunrise and responded to requests from 
producers, crew and volunteers for the next 14 hours, 
managing it all with a smile and positive attitude. 
By the last shot, done with the homeward commute 
rushing by on 111th Avenue, she still had the energy 
to keep the volunteers going through what seemed like 
interminable retakes of the final waves. 
	 She then went back to her Hispanic Genealogy 
SIG, her classes on Hispanic records, and her shifts as 
an Aide. Multiple talents indeed! 

Family History Month Open House
The 2026 WVGS Open House will be held on Sunday, October 

25th from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. We will be honoring the military 
veteran members of the society. There is a sign-up sheet on the 

entry table during monthly meetings. Please sign up so we know 
who you are. Pam LaFond is in charge of the display honoring our 

vets. She can be reached at libadmin@azwvgs.org. The sign-up 
sheet will be in the library. Thank you for participating. 

Help Keep the Lights On!
Pat Tomaro, Library Aide Coordinator

libraryaides@azwvgs.org

	 Do you know who keeps the lights on at WVGS? 
The Library Aides do! And you can help us keep the 
library open by volunteering as an Aide. This is one 
of the best ways to meet members and to learn more 
about the library. 
	 As an Aide, you open the library, turn on the 
lights, greet members and visitors, answer the 
phone, and guide people to the resources they may 
need. You don’t need to know all the answers! You 
are there to assist our members and to make them 
feel welcomed. Training and documentation is 
provided to assist you in this role.
	 If you’re up for a rewarding experience as a 
volunteer for WVGS, please contact Pat Tomaro, 
Library Aide Coordinator at libraryaides@azwvgs.org. 
Thank you!

	 Denee’s father was a contract engineer for nuclear 
power plants, so she moved around a lot growing up 
but always returned to Phoenix as a home base. She 
went to high school in California and college in South 
Carolina before moving permanently to Arizona in 
1998 to marry Carlos (“the love of my life”). 
	 How did she get interested in genealogy? Her dad 
gave Denee a book, “The Hathaways of America,” 
when she was eight. She helped him complete the 
paperwork to be included in its 1980 supplement. Her 
mother introduced her to another ancestor, Pauline 
Cushman, an actress and a spy for the Union Army 
who also helped found Casa Grande. With those 
ancestors, Denee was hooked, and she has since 
spent untold hours in research libraries and archives 
in multiple states to build a family tree around her 
parents’ 10 collective marriages, which resulted in 29 
full-, half-, and stepsiblings for Denee.



Page 4   		                                            	             Tidbits, Volume 54, Issue 7, October 2026

Help WVGS Grow Our 
Obituary Database!!

Diana Wittenberg, gaylegenealogy@gmail.com.

	 Thanks to the generous contributions of WVGS 
members, our obituary database has grown to 
161,000+ obituaries representing all 50 states! 
Obituaries can be a treasure trove of genealogical 
information, often providing details that may not be 
found anywhere else.
	 Do you have obituaries to share? Bring them to the 
library and leave them at the Aides desk along with 
your contact information. We will scan and add them 
to our database, then return the originals to you.

A few guidelines to keep in mind:
•	 Please do not submit obituaries dated after 

2017, as they are likely already available online. 
However, we will make an exception for WVGS 
members who would like a family member’s 
obituary included in our database.

•	 Please do not submit obituaries found online 
at a newspaper website. Our goal is to preserve 
material that might otherwise be difficult to find 
or access.

•	 Please provide a source, whenever possible. If 
you don’t have a full citation, at least include the 
approximate time period and geographic location 
where the obituary was published or found.

Every obituary you share helps make our collection 
more useful to genealogists and future researchers.

Questions? Contact Diana Wittenberg at 
gaylegenealogy@gmail.com.

GenSocSoup Webinars from 
Thomas MacEntee

	 Have you checked out our webinars from 
nationally-known genealogist Thomas MacEntee? 
Free to WVGS members on our website, the fourteen 
webinars focus on a variety of genealogy topics 
including Artificial Intelligence (AI), Google tools, 
self-publishing your family history, using census 
records, understanding copyright, and staying up-
to-date on technology. Each is about 30 minutes in 
length and includes a downloadable handout.
	 To access the webinars, login to the WVGS 
website and click on GenSocSoup under the 
Education tab. The direct link, if you have logged in, 
is https://azwvgs.org/education/gensocsoup/
	 We hope you enjoy this new benefit of WVGS 
membership.

WVGS Has Expanded to New 
Social Media Platforms

Diana Wittenberg, social-media@azwvgs.org

	 WVGS is expanding its virtual connection to the 
genealogy community! In addition to our existing 
online presence, we now have our own Facebook page 
and can also be found on Instagram and BlueSky.

These new platforms give our members even more 
ways to:
•	 Share genealogy discoveries, tips, and information.
•	 Keep up with what’s happening within WVGS.
•	 Share your own genealogy adventures and 

research successes.
•	 Connect with other people who share your 

passion for family history.

	 You’ll find links to all of our social media 
platforms in the left column of our website at 
AZWVGS.ORG. There you’ll also find instructions 
for creating accounts on these platforms and for 
joining the AZWVGS Private Facebook Group.
	 A quick reminder: The new WVGS Facebook 
page and the AZWVGS Private Facebook Group are 
two separate entities, so be sure to check out and 
follow both!
	 Also, please spread the word! Share this 
information with your friends and family, even those 
who aren’t WVGS members, and encourage them to 
follow WVGS on our social media platforms.
	 The more people who connect with us, the more 
visible WVGS becomes as a valuable resource for 
genealogical research. Help us grow our online 
community and spread the word about all that 
WVGS has to offer!

October Acknowledgements
Italian American History Month
Polish American History Month

German American History Month
Fillipino American Heritage Month

Family History Month

Statehood Dates for October
Nevada 10/31/1864
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Special Interest Groups (SIGs) Schedule
SIGs have no registration or fee – just come. 

Verify the schedule with the Library or the Website Calendar as SIGs 
occasionally cancel a meeting or change a date or time.

AI (Artificial Intelligence).................................January - December................... 3rd Saturday, 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon
British Isles..........................................................September – May.................................... 4th Thursday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
*Canada...............................................................October  - April........................3rd Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
**DNA Virtual Saturday Group ........................................................................................2nd Saturday, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
DNA Tuesday......................................................November - May....................................... 4th Tuesday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
*The Document Trail........................................................................................................... 3rd Thursday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Family Tree Maker.............................................September - May..................................... 1st Thursday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Germany/Poland.................................................................................................................. 3rd Tuesday, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Italy............................................................................................................................1st Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Legacy..................................................................September - May........................ 1st Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
*Scandinavia........................................................October – April......................................2nd Tuesday, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Writing Family History......................................September - May...................................4th Thursday, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

* Indicates a Hybrid SIG. Members are able to meet remotely as well as in person. Members can obtain the virtual 
link from the SIG Leader or from the SIG Coordinator (sigs@azwvgs.org).

** The DNA Virtual Saturday is only virtual (not in-person). Members can obtain the virtual link from 
the SIG Leader or from the SIG Coordinator (sigs@azwvgs.org).

Unlock Tax Savings: 
How to Donate to WVGS Directly from Your IRA

Submitted by Stephanie Sparks

	 These days, because of new tax laws, fewer 
people are itemizing deductions on their tax 
returns. However, if you are 70½ or older, there 
is still a powerful way to support the West Valley 
Genealogical Society (WVGS) while maximizing 
your tax savings.
	 By utilizing a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD), often called the IRA charitable 
rollover, you can donate directly from your IRA to 
WVGS. The best part? A QCD counts toward your 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), allowing 
you to satisfy your distribution requirements while 
excluding the donation amount from your taxable 
income. This strategy is highly effective for larger 
donations, though it does involve a few extra steps.

How to Get Started
	 Because everyone’s financial situation is unique, 
your first step should always be to consult your own 
Financial Advisor to discuss your specific situation. 
If you agree that a QCD makes sense for you, you 
can then move forward with these steps:
1.	 Decide the amount of your donation to WVGS.
2.	 Inform your Financial Advisor of your desire 

to donate via a QCD. They will explain the 
specific rules that apply to your account.

3.	 Advise your Financial Advisor where to send 
the donation. Provide them with the following 
official WVGS details:
•	 Official Name: West Valley Genealogical 		
	 Society
•	 Mailing Address: 12222 N. 111th Ave, 		
	 Youngtown, AZ 85363
•	 EIN (Tax ID): 23-7420438
•	 Website: azwvgs.org

4.	 Notify the WVGS Treasurer. As a courtesy, let 
the treasurer know your donation is coming so 
they can look out for the check and properly 
acknowledge it.

5.	 Advise your Tax Preparer. When tax season 
arrives, inform your preparer that this specific 
1099 distribution amount should not be 
included in your Adjusted Taxable Income. 
Remember, if you also itemize deductions, you 
cannot “double dip” by including this donation 
on your Schedule A.

Disclaimer: This summary of certain federal income 
tax laws is provided for informational purposes only. 
We strongly urge you to consult your tax advisor for 
the federal, state, and local tax consequences of a 
charitable contribution.
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Help West Valley Genealogy Society raise money by 
donating your gently used items to: 

 
Goodwill Retail Store – 85th Ave & Grand   

8517 Grand Ave, Peoria, AZ 85345 
 

Saturday, November 14th 10am-2pm 
West Valley Genealogy Society earns money  

for every pound of donated items 
 

*Large items requiring team lift not accepted at this time* 

Small Appliances, Books, Clothing, Computers, Cooking Accessories, Electronics, Glass & 
Housewares, Handbags, Jewelry, Knick-Knacks, Linens, Musical Instruments, Pictures, Shoes, 

Small Furniture, Tools, Toys. 
 

Auto Parts, Building Materials, Disassembled Exercise Equipment,  
Hazardous Materials, Tires, Cleaning Products, Flammable Products, Mattresses,  

Pesticides/Lawn & Garden Products, Paint / Painting Supplies, Pool Tables, Sofa Beds,  
Televisions Older than 5 years, Treadmills, Large Furniture, Large Appliances. 

Help West Valley Genealogical Society
raise money by donating your gently-used items to

 
Goodwill Retail Store – 85th Avenue & Grand

8517 Grand Ave, Peoria, AZ 85345

Saturday, November 14th 10am - 2pm
West Valley Genealogical Society earns money for every 

pound of donated items.
*Large items requiring team lift not accepted at this time*

WE GLADLY ACCEPT:
Small Appliances, Books, Clothing, Computers, Cooking Accessories, 

Electronics, Glass and Housewares, Handbags, Jewelry, KnickKnacks, Linens, 
Musical Instruments, Pictures, Shoes, Small Furniture, Tools, Toys.

UNFORTUNATELY WE CANNOT ACCEPT:
Auto Parts, Building Materials, Disassembled Exercise Equipment, 

Hazardous Materials, Tires, Cleaning Products, Flammable Products, Mattresses, Pesticides/
Lawn and Garden Products, Paint / Painting Supplies, Pool Tables, Sofa Beds, Televisions 

Older than FIVE years, Treadmills, Large Furniture, Large Appliances.
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WVGS FUNDRAISER
April 1-December 31, 2026

High Speed Scanning Services
We will scan your photographs and documents to Thumb Drives!

This process will offer you:
•	 Peace of mind knowing your old photographs and documents are safe from fire, 

water and other dangers.
•	 A simple way to get your photographs and documents onto your computer, to share 

with family and to upload to Ancestry, My Heritage, Legacy, Family Tree Maker or 
to Roots Magic.

•	 High Speed Scanning will save time and money vs. using a regular flatbed scanner!
•	 We scan photographs and documents up to 8-1/2” wide & 34” long and as small as 

2”x 2-1/2”; laminated photographs, color or black & white photographs, Polaroids, 
postcards.

•	 Cost is 45 cents per scan onto to a Thumb Drive (versus 79¢ retail cost).
•	 Album pages for 50 cents each.
•	 Additional Thumb Drive copies for family only $2.00 each. 
•	 Slides and Negatives can be scanned, as well!

Here are some Helpful Hints:

•	 Sort your photographs and documents by same size in batches of up to 30-50 so they 
can be easily processed and sorted into folders by name or timeline.

•	 We can scan 200-300 photos in only 1+ hours! Note: a shoebox typically holds about 
400+ photos.

If interested, please call Cathy & Bob Gallagher at 

623-266-1330 or email them at cewhite57@hotmail.com

Organize, scan and preserve your precious memories while raising $$ for WVGS!!!

mailto:cewhite57@hotmail.com
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Online registration 
begins November 1st

West Valley Genealogical Society 
Annual Seminar
February 20, 2027

 Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church
 13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Fellowship Hall, Sun City West, Arizona

      Topics  
•	Research in Southern States
•	Tax Records Tell the Story: Cluster and Neighborhood Research
•	Simplifying Citations: Automated Tools for Efficient & Accurate Documentation
•	Navigating AI in Genealogy: A Starter Kit for Family Historians

Nicole Dyer presents Family Locket

	 Nicole Dyer is a professional genealogist specializing in Southern United States research and 
genetic genealogy. She is the creator of FamilyLocket.com and co-hosts the Research Like a Pro 
Genealogy Podcast with her mother, Diana Elder, AG. Nicole co-authored Research Like a Pro: A 
Genealogist’s Guide, Research Like a Pro with DNA, and Research Like a Pro with AI with Diana 

Elder. She is an instructor for the Research Like a Pro study groups and 
served as course coordinator for the Texas Institute of Genealogical 
Research course, “Integrating AI into Genealogical Research and 
Writing,” in 2025. Nicole lectures at national conferences and institutes, 
focusing on innovative technology applications in genealogical research, 
including artificial intelligence, research logs and Airtable, and essential 
software tools. She holds a bachelor’s degree in History Teaching from 
Brigham Young University. At Family Locket Genealogists, Nicole serves 
as project manager, editor, and researcher.

*Registration Charge: $70, increasing to $80 on January 1, 2027
*This fee includes the program, continental breakfast, boxed lunch, beverages, and door prizes.
The last day to register is February 13, 2027. Refunds are not available for cancellations after this date.

Online registration can be completed through the WVGS Store
https://azwvgs.org/store/seminar

West Valley Genealogical Society
12222 N. 111th Avenue ~ Youngtown, AZ 85363-1225 ~ 623-933-4945 ~ https://www.azwvgs.org

http://FamilyLocket.com
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Fundraising 

Insulated Lunch Bags
	 Zippered, insulated, navy blue (7.75” H x 9.5” W x 5” D) lunch tote with our logo 
embroidered on the side pocket. Available online through the store or in person at the 
library for $20.00.

Tumbler 
	 Streamlined 17 oz. vacuum stainless steel water bottle. Engineered 
to keep your beverages hot or cold for hours, thanks to its advanced double-wall vacuum 
insulation technology. BPA-free materials ensure your drinks stay fresh and safe. Available online 
through the store or in person at the library for $15.00.

Lanyards
	 WVGS lanyards are 36” long, 5/8” wide, and very comfortable. Only 
$5.00, they are available in yellow or green to use with your nametag.

	 All items are available for sale online and are listed as “Specials.” 
Please see the store at https://azwvgs.org/store/wvgs-items. 
	 Once purchased, items can then be picked up at the library any time it is open; please 
bring your receipt. 
	 Items can also be purchased directly at the library with cash or check. Sorry, no credit or debit cards. Items 
will also be available at the monthly membership meetings.

 

https://azwvgs.org/store/wvgs-items
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Desert Tracker
Jackie Menasco, Desert Tracker Editor

Family Connections to Route 66
By Donna Scobee Scott

Introduction
	 Historic U.S. Route 66 was officially 
commissioned on November 11, 1926, making it 
100 years old.1 It’s also known as e Mother Road 
and is memorialized in the song “(Get Your Kicks 
on) Route 66” composed by Bobby Troup in 1946.2 
Before the Interstate Highway System, the song 
describes how Route 66 served as the main highway 
stretching from Chicago, Illinois, to Los Angeles, 
California — though the road’s true end is in Santa 
Monica, not Los Angeles (see Image 1).

	

	 	
	 	

	 I have traveled parts 
of Route 66 several times 
throughout my life. e 
highway passes through 
Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and 
California - and my people 
have lived in every one of 
those states (see Image 2).
	 In April 2026, my husband, 
daughter, and I drove from 
Flagstaff, Arizona, to Winslow, 

Arizona. Being familiar with the 1972 Eagles’ song, 
“Take It Easy,” we wanted to “stand on the corner” 
with Jackson Browne 
in Winslow, Arizona 
(see Image 3). If you 
look closely at the 
picture, you can see 
a painting in the 
window of the girl in a 
flatbed Ford. We didn’t 
forget Winona, and 
we also stopped at e 
Meteor Crater Natural 
Landmark.
	 When I studied a map of Route 66 on a wall in 
Winslow, I realized that both my husband and I have 
family connections to The Mother Road - and stories 
to tell. Like the California, Oregon, and Mormon 
Trails before it, Route 66 was a road of migration.
	 My husband’s ancestor, William Sidle, was a 
California Gold Rush “49er.” Over the years, we 
traced much of the California Trail on various road 
trips, and I recounted William Sidle’s California Trail 
adventure in the Spring 2019 issue of the Desert 
Tracker.3 

Louise Bartalmas Bauksch Gerlach
Louise Bartalmas Bauksch’s son married my 
husband’s aunt in 1948. Before the family knew her, 
Louise traveled from Chicago to Los Angeles, the 
entire length of Route 66. She was born in Germany 
in 1888, immigrated to the US in 1907, married in 
Chicago, had two children, widowed,4 remarried, 
moved to Los Angeles, and widowed again in 1941.5

I am sure that Louise and her second husband drove 
on Route 66 when they moved from Chicago to Los 
Angeles shortly aer they married in 1934.
	 In May 1942, Louise returned to Chicago. Her 
son, my husband’s future uncle, was serving in the 
U.S. Army at the time. Louise and her daughter 
planned to drive back to Los Angeles in 1943. 

Image 1 – Map of Historic U.S. Route 66. 

Image 2 – Historic 
Route 66 road sign 
near Flagstaff, AZ.

1 Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_66 ), 
“U.S. Route 66,” revised 03:05 (UTC), 30 August 2026.  
2 Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_66), 
“(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66,” revised 20:09 (UTC), 03 
September 2026.  
3 Donna Scobee Scott, “William Sidle and the California Trail,” 
Desert Tracker: Journal of the West Valley Genealogical  
Society, vol. 40, no. 1 (Spring 2019): 10-15: archived online, 
West Valley Genealogical Society, Desert Tracker  
(www.azwvgs.org ).

Image 3 – The Scott family 
“Standin’ on the Corner” 

in Winslow, AZ.

4  “Los Angeles, California, United States records,” images,  
FamilySearch  
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSMM-
FQZG-V : Sep 11, 2026), image 1141 of 2119.  
5 Los Angeles County, California, U.S. District Court, Petition 
for Naturalization, 1954 (Box 0745); digital image, declaration 
of intention by Louise Gerlach; Ancestry  
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3998/ima 
ges/40735_1220706418_0146-00174 ); image #175 of 1806. 
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However, because Louise was not yet a U.S. citizen, 
she had to complete an Application for Travel of 
Aliens of Enemy 
Nationalities, a 
form required by 
the United States 
Department 
of Justice for 
permission 
to travel (see 
Image 4), just 
as she had done 
in 1942 when 
she returned to 
Chicago.
	 In August 
1943, her 
daughter drove 
the length of 
Route 66 in a 
1937 Pontiac Coupe. at was Louise’s third trip 
on Route 66. ey were two single women out on 
the open road in the heat of the summer in a car 
without air conditioning.
	 It’s likely that Louise lived in the Los Angeles 
area the rest of her life until she died in 1980 at the 
age of 92.6 Louise and her daughter spent many 
holidays with my husband’s family while he was 
growing up in Los Angeles. I met her daughter 
during a family holiday in the 1990s, but I didn’t 
know Louise’s history until my husband’s sister gave 
me some of her documents a few years ago.

e Sidle Family
	 In 1928, my husband’s maternal grandfather, 
Karl Sidle (great-grandson of the 49er), moved his 
wife and infant daughter from Wayne County, Ohio, 
to Los Angeles. ey would have picked up Route 66 
around Springfield, Illinois, or at least by St. Louis, 
Missouri. ey had two more daughters, born in 
Los Angeles. ey returned to Ohio with their three 
daughters over the years to visit their families, as 
well as to take care of his father-in-law’s estate in 
Wayne County in 1947. Each time they would have 
driven most of the way on Route 66.

Image 4 – Louise’s Application for Travel of 
Aliens and Enemy Nations, 1943.

e Scott Family
	 My husband’s paternal grandparents also moved 
to Los Angeles in 1928 traveling from where they 
lived in Iowa on the Mississippi River. ey may have 
driven south along the Mississippi River to St. Louis 
and picked up Route 66 there. Or they may have 
picked it up a little farther west. But I am sure they 
drove most of the way to Los Angeles on Route 66.
	 My father-in-law was a toddler at the time. is 
picture of my father-in-law is not on Route 66. His 
mother took this picture (see Image 5), near Santa 
Monica, 
California, in 
1928. It shows 
what the cars 
looked like 
then and 
the heavy 
traffic. When 
the Scotts 
returned to 
Iowa over the years to visit family, they likely drove 
at least part of the way there on Route 66. 

e End of Route 66 
	 Years before the government decommissioned 
Route 66 in 1985, my husband was born in Santa 
Moncia, California—the end of the route. His family 
connections start from the beginning of Route 66 
(Chicago) to the end of Route 66 (Santa Monica), 
but nowhere “in between.” Unlike my family that 
lived in between.

e Bradley Family and Shamrock, Texas 
	 Shamrock, Texas, is on Route 66, east of 
Amarillo. My mother was born south of Shamrock. 
She always said that she was born “in a shack in the 
middle of a cotton field,” she was born in the middle 
of the dustbowl region during the Great Depression. 
Her father, Fred Bradley, was a sharecropper. When 
cotton-picking time was over in February 1942, Fred 
moved his wife and six daughters to Los Angeles  
(see Image 6).
	 He was through sharecropping. He wanted to 
find a better way to support his family. Aer saying 
goodbye to family, they packed up and drove west 
on Route 66 from Shamrock and right through 
Tucumcari, New Mexico, where Fred’s maternal 
grandfather is buried. e cemetery is on the north 
side of Route 66 at the west end of town. ey would 

Image 5 – Photo taken north of Santa 
Monica, California, 1928. 

6 “California Death Index, 1940-1997,” database, Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.com ), database entry for Louise Bauksch, 15 
Aug 1980; State of California Department of Health Services, 
Center for Health Statistics, Sacramento, California. 
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have driven right by it. I wonder if Fred thought 
of his childhood with his grandfather as he drove 
through Tucumcari.  
	 My mother remembered driving into California 
on the trip west. ey had to stop aer entering 
California, empty the car so their belongings 
could be inspected, and then reload everything. 
She said that she never knew what the inspectors 
were looking for. In those years, the inspectors 
were probably looking for insect pests to protect 
the farming industry. Today, when we pull into the 
inspection stations in California, the inspectors 
simply wave us on through. 
	 Fred Bradley was a nomad and didn’t stay in Los 
Angeles very long. By 1948, Fred, his wife, and six 
daughters moved to San Diego, California. While 
traveling from San Diego back to Shamrock, Texas, 
to visit family they would have been on Route 66 
well before they reached the Texas Panhandle, and 
driven right through Tucumcari, New Mexico, 
each time. My mother’s sister said that Fred always 
wanted to head out on the road at 4 a.m. while it was 
still cool, so he wouldn’t be driving in the heat of the 
day without air conditioning. Only luxury cars had 
air conditioners in the late 1940s. (My husband’s 
grandfather, Karl Sidle, started an automotive 
business in Los Angeles in 1933 (Sidle’s Automotive). 
Sidle’s started installing 
aermarket air conditioners 
in cars in the 1950s. 
	 Fred Bradley was very 
familiar with the road 
between Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, and Oklahoma 
City. Before it was 
commissioned as Route 66, 
Fred and his family traveled 
that route. In this picture 
of Fred’s brother, Pat, he is 

on horseback on that route (see Image 7). Pat told 
his family that he had traveled between Oklahoma 
City and Tucumcari six times on horseback. On 
one of those trips in the early 1920s, Pat stopped 
in Shamrock, Texas, found a job, and never le. 
Shamrock, Texas, became homebase for the family. 
	 e two brothers, Pat and Fred Bradley, married 
sisters from a family of six siblings from Shamrock. 
e six families and some of their descendants lived 
in the Shamrock area for almost 100 years. Uncle 
Pat lived near Shamrock, Texas, during the entire 
life of Route 66. I have been there a few times for 
family reunions. I have no reason to go back now. I 
have many relatives buried at the Dozier Cemetery, 
southwest of Shamrock, but only two direct ancestors, 
Pat and Fred’s mother, my great-grandmother, and 
their wives’ father, my great-grandfather. Today most 
travelers on Interstate 40 bypass Shamrock, as I would 
if I didn’t have roots there. 

A Stopover in Tucumcari, New Mexico 
	 Tucumcari is a small town about 65 miles west 
of Adrian, Texas, the midpoint of Route 66 between 
Chicago and Santa Monica. Route 66 goes right 
through the middle of Tucumcari. If you leave I-40 
at exit 331 and turn north, you will cross the original 

Route 66 highway, the 
railroad tracks, and 
dead-end (no pun) into 
Tucumcari Memorial 
Park (see Image 8). at 
is where I found Pat and 
Fred Bradley’s maternal 
grandfather, my second 
great-grandfather, 
Alfred Shelby. (His 
grave marker was not 
on Find A Grave  when 
I found him.) 
	    Alfred Shelby’s 

obituary said that he was buried at Sunnyside 
Cemetery. Fred told my mother in 1970 that his 
grandfather, Alfred Shelby, died in Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, in 1914. All I had to go on was Fred’s story, 
an undated obituary clipped from an unnamed 
newspaper, and a cemetery’s name that no longer 
exists. In 2009, I called the library in Tucumcari 
trying to find the location of Sunnyside Cemetery. 
e librarian told me that she had never heard of 
that cemetery, but that Alfred Shelby is buried at 

Image 6 – e Fred Bradley family ready to leave Texas, 1942.

Image 7– Pat Bradley, 1918.

Image 8– Entrance to 
Tucumcari Memorial Park 

located in Quay County, 
New Mexico.
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7 “Alfred Shelby,” e Tucumcari [New Mexico] News and
Tucumcari Times, 03 September 1914, page 1, column 6;
imaged, Newspapers.com (www.newspapers.com/
image/88970770/: accessed 12 September 2026).
8 omas Garcia, “Montana woman acquires Confederate
headstone for great-great grandfather,” e Eastern New
Mexico News, archived HTML edition, e Eastern 
New Mexico News (www.easternnewmexiconews.com/
story/2011/08/23/publishn ews/montana-woman-acquires-
confederate-headstone-for-great-great-grandfather/212655.html : 
accessed 12 September 2026)

Tucumcari Memorial Park. I later learned that the 
cemetery’s name changed in 1939. 
	 In April 2010 aer attending a family member’s 
funeral in Tulsa, Oklahoma (another city on Route 
66), my husband and I drove to Tucumcari on the 
toll roads and Interstates that followed Route 66. 
We passed through Oklahoma City (looks mighty 
pretty) and Amarillo, Texas - two towns mentioned 
in the “Route 66” song. We visited the Tucumcari 
Historical Museum, where we found Alfred 
Shelby’s obituary in the September 3, 1914, issue of 
e Tucumcari News and Tucumcari Times.7 I then 
had a date and a place - just like Fred said. He had 
remembered it because he was a nine-year-old boy 
living with his grandfather in Tucumcari in 1914. 
	 We visited Alfred’s 
grave and saw that he 
didn’t have a headstone 
(see Image 9). All the 
other graves in the row 
where he is buried had 
headstones. I wanted him 
to have a grave marker. 
So, I contacted my 
cousin at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). She emailed me the VA application for a 
Confederate military headstone. e VA and the 
cemetery approved the headstone. Glaze Monument 
Company in Clovis, New Mexico, agreed to accept 
delivery of the headstone from the VA and set it 
up. e monument company refused to take my 
payment for their services.  
	 I contacted the Quay County Sun (now part of 
Eastern New Mexico News) to feature a human-
interest story about a veteran getting a headstone 97 
years aer his death. On August 23, 2011, the day 
the story, “Montana woman acquires Confederate 
headstone for great great grandfather,”8 was 

published online, a representative of the Ellen W. 
Jones Chapter 1022 of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy in Portales, New Mexico, called 
the reporter, omas Garcia, asking for my phone 
number, and then called me. e chapter wanted to 
have a dedication ceremony at Alfred’s new grave 
marker. A few weeks later, on September 13, 2011, 
the Quay County Sun published another article 
titled, “Headstone for soldier placed.”9 omas 
Garcia, the reporter, emailed me this picture of Ken 
Glaze setting up the headstone (see Image 10).
	 Over the next 
several months, 
I contacted all of 
Alfred’s descendants 
I could find. One 
of Alfred’s great-
granddaughters in 
New Orleans found 
me! She saw the 
online story and 
knew that was the  
“Alfred Shelby” she had been searching for. She 
emailed me stating: “Please know how grateful I 
am that you took the trouble to procure a suitable 
headstone for Alfred. I am so glad that the article 
was in the online newspaper.” She had lost track 
of Alfred aer the 1910 census, when he lived in 
El Paso, Texas. I replied that I would meet her in 
Tucumcari for the dedication ceremony. She and her 
brother met us in Tucumcari the following summer.  
	 In 2012, when we gathered in Tucumcari for 
the dedication ceremony, we visited the Tucumcari 
Historical Museum 
and discovered 
that the museum 
building had been 
the schoolhouse my 
grandfather, Fred, 
and his brother, Pat, 
attended when they 
and their widowed 
mother lived in 
Tucumcari with her 
widowed father, Alfred Shelby. 
	 On July 18, 2012, before the dedication 
ceremony, eleven direct descendants of Alfred 
Shelby and a few spouses gathered for a buffet lunch 
(see Image 11). 

Image 9 – Alfred Shelby’s
gravesite in Tucumcari

Memorial Park.

Image 10 – Glaze Monument
Company employee installing

Alfred Shelby’s headstone.

Image 11 - Direct descendants 
of Alfred Shelby. 



Page 14   		                                           	             Tidbits, Volume 54, Issue 7, October 2026

	 I also invited the representatives of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) and Sons 
of Confederate Veterans (SCV) who traveled to 
Tucumcari for the ceremony to join us for lunch. 
One man was dressed as a Union soldier and one 
as a Confederate soldier. ey told us about the 
weapons and other equipment used by the soldiers. 
	 Aer lunch, we crossed Route 66 and the 
railroad tracks to enter the cemetery. At the 
dedication ceremony, my husband set up a canopy 
so we would have shade from the summer sun. A 
representative  from Alfred’s church, Center Street 
United Methodist Church, attended the ceremony 

with us. e 
“soldiers” fired 
volleys (with 
permission 
from the City 
of Tucumcari) 
to honor Alfred 
Shelby’s service. 
e women from 
the UDC gave 
the dedication 
(see Image 12). 

ey always referred to Alfred as “Sergeant Shelby.” I 
spoke about Alfred’s life. en they unveiled the grave 
marker (see Image 13).
	 Albert Shelby’s story and the dedication of his 
headstone generated more news articles. On the 
day of the dedication ceremony, the Quay County 
Sun published another story titled, “Relatives to 
pay respect to Civil War Veteran.”10 at article was 
followed on July 19th, the day aer the ceremony, 

by another story written by omas Garcia, “Family 
honors memory of lost relative.”11 Finally, the UDC 
and the SCV also published stories of the grave 
marker dedication in their newsletters.12  
	 I have never been back to Tucumcari, another 
Route 66 small town like Shamrock, Texas, that 
was bypassed by the Interstate Highway System 
in 1981. Alfred Shelby’s grave and grave marker13 
will always be there - Tucumcari Memorial Park, 
North City, Block 4, Row 3, Lot 1. Perhaps someday 
a descendant interested in Route 66 and genealogy 
will drive through Tucumcari and stop at the 
cemetery. If they do, they will see the grave marker 
for the only father figure my grandfather and his 
brother ever knew. 

Supplement to Alfred Shelby’s Story 
	 I now know more about Alfred Shelby’s life than 
I did in 2012. Most of the information is on my  
Ancestry family tree. My book, Hannah’s Legacy, is 
about Alfred’s mother-in-law and his daughter. So, 
of course it includes information about Alfred’s life 
and the life of pioneers in Texas before and aer  
“e War of Northern Invasion.” At the time of 
the Civil War, Alfred Shelby was just an orphaned 
teenager swept up in the fighting. 

Image 12 – UDC and SCV
representatives at the ceremony.

Image 13 – Alfred Shelby’s
grave marker in Tucumcari
Memorial Park located in Quay
County, New Mexico.

9 Garcia, “Headstone for soldier placed,” e Eastern 
New Mexico News (www.easternnewmexiconews.com/
story/2011/09/13/news/headstone-for-soldier-placed/213546.
html : accessed 12 September 2026).
10 omas Garcia, “Relatives pay respect to Civil War Veteran,” 
e Quay County [New Mexico] Sun, 18 September 2012, 
page 7, columns 1-3.
11 Garcia, “Family honors…relative,” e Quay County 
[New Mexico] Sun (www.easternnewmexiconews.com/
story/2012/07/19/news/family-honors-memory-of-lost-
relative/211285.html : accessed 12 September 2026.
12 Please contact the author directly for information regarding 
these stories.
13 Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com), memorial 75458390, 
September 1914, by Kenneth D. Bogard, gravestone for Alfred 
Shelby (Tucumcari Memorial Park, Tucumcari, Quay Co., NM).


