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Presidents Message
Arlene Sampson

 I'm looking forward to the next two years and 
working with the talented group of volunteers in our 
Society. If individuals didn't volunteer, the Society and 
Library wouldn't be able to operate. I hope that over 

the next two years we are able to 
entice new people with new ideas to 
volunteer. All of us bring a lifetime of 
experience to the table and the Society 
and Library certainly could bene! t 
from these experiences.
    " e new Board Members taking 
o#  ce this year will be steering the 
Library and Society for the next year. 

" ey are extremely talented and knowledgeable and 
will have the best interests of the Society in mind when 
making decisions about the direction that we are going.
   I also want to tell you that I will be available to 
members to discuss problems, ideas and concerns you 
might have. " ere are several ways you can convey these 
issues by using the suggestion box which is located in the 
Library by the printer/copier. I will contact you to discuss 
your concern or idea. Any member can attend a board 
meeting on the ! rst Monday of the month, and can speak 
at the end of the meeting. Finally, I can be reached by 
e-mail at pres@azwvgs.org.

Seminar ± Please plan to attend this year's Seminar 
which is scheduled for February 22, 2014. " e Seminar 
committee is very pleased to have nationally known, 
Pamela Boyer-Sayre as our speaker. Don't forget to 
drop o$  or mail your registration, with check attached, 
to the Library before February 18th to ensure a seat. 
Additional information about the speaker and the 
topics she is going to present can be found on page 7 
and on the WVGS website.

Salt Lake City ± Flyers for the Salt Lake City trip, which 
is scheduled for March 11-19, 2014, are available at the 
Library and on the WVGS website. " e % yers explain 
the particulars of the trip, hotel, % ight and contact 
information for questions. Please join us for a trip to 
the largest genealogical Library in the world. Break 
down that ªbrick wallº or ! nd another ancestor of 
whom you may not have been aware of. 

WVGS Library:
12222 N. 111th Avenue, Youngtown, AZ 85363-1225

Hours: 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Tuesday, " ursday, Friday, & Saturday

6:00 - 9:00 pm Tuesday nights
now also open 12:30 - 4:00 pm Sunday 

Last Saturday of the month open 9:00 am-6:00 pm
Closed Monday and Wednesday for classes/meetings

Telephone: ...................................................................... 623-933-4945
Website:  ...............................................

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � �  


Monthly Meetings: September through May 
Second Monday of each month - Doors open at 1:00 pm

First Presbyterian Church, 12225 N. 103rd Avenue, Sun City

President: Arlene Sampson
First Vice President: Connie Sheets
Second Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Lou McLean
Treasurer: Kathie Welch
1st Assistant Treasurer/Director: Mary Ellen Bloomburg
2nd Assistant Treasurer/Director: Lori Gurcius 
Director of Special Projects: Sally Pavia
Director of Membership Outreach: Vacant
Director of Fundraising: Sharon Brown
Director of Technology: Rich Sporski
Library Administrator: Karen Zeppenfeld

Introducing ! e 2014 WVGS Board
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Member Surnames Being Researched
Lou McLean

 Currently there are over 1000 surnames that have 
been submitted to the database and it can de! nitely keep 
growing. Please feel free to add more of your surnames 
that you are researching. You can check on the ones you 
already submitted by going to the library webpage and 
clicking on ªsurnames.º Type in your name and the list of 
your surnames will come up.
 Also, in the near future you will be able to pull up 
the entire database to view. " is can help SIG facilitators 
as well as allow you to see the completed list. Currently 
there is a list available in the basket behind the library 
aide desk. To submit names with places and a date range 
please send your list to surnames@azwvgs.org

Condolences
 Long time Member Viola Spencer 
died on Friday, November 22, 2013, at the 
Hospice of the Valley in Surprise at the age 
of 90 years old. Viola joined WVGS in 1996 
and was active for many years, most re-
cently as one of the `map ladies' who accessioned donated 
Maps into our collection. Her cheerful smile and positive 
personality will be greatly missed.

Welcome New Members
Membership Registrar - Bob Gallagher

 Please welcome all the new members who joined 
the Society during November 2013. " ey are:  Kenneth 
Carroll, Camille Cupp, Karlene Edwards, Robert Faron, 
Samuel France, Cheryl Haakenson, Ruthanne Kern, 
Larinda Larson, Laurie McCoy, James McGinnis, Janice 
Milan, Cheri Nielsen, Lari Ott, Bob Smith, Jeannette 
Smith and Ginger Trokey.
  When you see these new members, be sure to 
introduce yourself and encourage them to participate in 
the Society's many activities. We welcome everyone to 
many years of continued membership, fellowship, and 
research within the Society.
  " e total active membership of the Society as of 
December 9, 2013 is 712.

And
A reminder, Membership Renewal Season began on 

November 1, 2013, for your 2014 membership. Please 
get your completed Membership Form and payment to 
the Library as soon as possible. If you have not renewed 
by January 31, 2014, your membership account will 
become inactive and you will not have access to the 
website or the Library.

Calendar

January 6 WVGS Board Meeting 1:00 pm
 13 General Membership Meeting 1:30 pm
 16 Research Night - 5:00 to 9:00 pm, call   
   the Library to reserve a spot, pg 5
 19 Open House - 1:00 to 4:00 pm, pg 5
 20  Library Tour - 9:30 - 11:00 am, call   
   the Library to reserve a spot
February 22   Annual Seminar information, pg 7 

January 13th Speaker
ªLegal Recordsº

Diane M. Freilich, JD

 Legal records are o# en overlooked as a valuable 
source of family history. The purpose of this lecture is 
threefold: 

1) to eliminate intimidation of the 
legal system 
2) to discuss availability of public 
documents in the courthouse and 
3) to motivate the researcher
 " e focus will be on the 

following aspects of the legal system 
[predominately at the state level]: Civil records including 
family law and criminal law; Register of Deeds including 
deeds and plats of land; Probate records with an emphasis 
on wills and estates.

rd includin

Library Administrator Appointed

 We are pleased to announce that Karen Zeppenfeld 
will be our new Library Administrator e$ ective 

immediately. Karen joined WVGS 
in June 2011 and has been an active 
volunteer ever since including being 
the Periodicals Accessioner. Karen has 
a Bachelors Degree in Education and 
taught school in NJ for several years. 
She spent 26 years working for the State 
of NJ as a Supervisor Investigator in the 

Taxation Department. We look forward to working with 
her in her new position as Library Administrator.

Holiday Hours

Tuesday, December 31st 
New Years Eve 

open 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
closed in the evening

Wednesday, January 1st 
New Years Day -- CLOSED
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December Volunteers of the Month Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
Cathy Gallagher

Be Sure To Check With • e Library Or WVGS 
Website To Verify SIG Schedules

� NY/NJ/PA .............................1st Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 am
� Italy ............................ 1st ! ursday, 10:30 am-12:30 pm
� Maryland & Southern States ........1st Friday, 1:00-3:00 pm
� Legacy .......................................1st Saturday, 10:00-noon
� DNA ..................................................................*See below
� Norway .................................2nd Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 am
� Kansas/Missouri .....................2nd Friday, 1:00-3:00 pm
� TMG.........................................2nd Saturday, 10:00-noon
� Adoption .................................2nd Saturday, 10:00-noon
� German/Poland ..................3rd Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 am
� Canada ......................3rd ! ursday, 11:00 am-12:30 pm
� Sweden ...............................  3rd ! ursday, 1:00-3:00 pm
� Southern States .............now combined with Maryland
� New England States ........... 3rd Saturday, 1:00-3:00 pm
� Quakers ..............................4th Tuesday, 10:00 am-noon
� British Isles ..........................4th ! ursday, 1:00-3:00 pm
� **Family Tree Maker ........4th Friday, 10:30 am-12:30 pm
� Illinois/Indiana/Ohio  ............ 4th Friday, 1:00-3:00 pm

If there are any questions, call the WVGS Library or contact 
our SIGs Coordinator Cathy Gallagher at 

623-266-1330 or sigs@azwvgs.org

* DNA SIG will meet the " rst Saturday, 1-3pm, of the following   
months: February, April & May 2014

** Family Tree Maker meets from September through May

NY-NJ-PA SIG 
Dee Snook

 If you are researching in New York, New Jersey or 
Pennsylvania, I'd like to invite you to the NY-NJ-PA 
SIG on January 7th at 9:30 am. ! is is a group of people 
interested in discussing research problems in those states. 
You can be a ªnewbieº or have researched forever. We 
need the input of all of you to make this work. I'll be 
bringing new websites and articles that might help in 
your research; you can bring your brick walls and your 
successes. I hope to see many new faces plus the research 
friends from a few years ago. ! is is a free service 
provided by WVGS for you. 

Adoption SIG
Lou McLean

 ! e Adoption SIG is a new one and will meet on 
Saturday, January 11, from 10:00 am ± 12:00 noon in the 
multi-purpose room at the Library. As all genealogy is 
challenging, adoption genealogy can be very frustrating. 
Many helpful hints on what others are doing in their 
searches are presented so perhaps you will " nd other 
ways to do your investigating.
 Please join the SIG if you have an interest. Questions 
can be sent to Lou McLean at records@azwvgs.org.

Connie Sheets
 Connie Sheets has been a member of WVGS for 
some time and has served as the leader of the Speakers 
Bureau for several years. In this role she has received 
glowing reports from the groups she 
contacted about having our Society 
speakers at their meetings. ! is 
has enabled our club to become 
well known and renowned in our 
community. Connie also serves 
as a Library Aide twice a month 
at the front desk. Soon she will be 
installed as our 1st Vice President 
for the next 2 years. She is known to 
be thorough and conscientious in 
her work, while being friendly and helpful to all. 
 We are pleased to award the December Volunteer of 
the Month to Connie Sheets.

John Spreitzer
 In his previous life, John Spreitzer was a Los Angeles 
policeman. We are glad he settled here where he has 
been a stalwart member of the Collection Development 
Committee for several years a# er joining WVGS in 2004. 

In that role he works with duplicate 
books and uses his truck to haul 
books from place to place for our 
book sales. He can usually be talked 
into moving any number of items 
when an assist is needed. John also 
serves regularly as a Library Aide. 
In addition, he recently assumed 
the responsibility for replacing the 
liquid refreshments as needed in 
the Library refrigerator. John is 

very willing and able when asked to be of help in most any 
area, always with a friendly smile.
 We are pleased to award the December Volunteer of 
the Month to John Spreitzer.

Put ! ese Numbers In Your Wallet
O$  ce Max Perks ......................................... %012748337
Staples Rewards .......................................... %04050-4355-5 

Or just use WVGS phone number 623-933-4945
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Library New Book Report
Linda McCleary

· 1980 St. Olaf College Alumni Directory 
· 7,530 Riblet Descendants 
· Baker Legacy, ! e: Civil War and Beyond 
· Burlington County New Jersey Marriages 
· Cemetery Inscriptions of Denning Township in Franklin 

County, Illinois 
· Cemetery Records of Carbon County, Montana 
· Colorado Volunteers in the Civil War: ! e New Mexico 

Campaign in 1862 
· Contributions to the History of Ancient Families of New 

Amsterdam and New York 
· Debrett's Family Historian: A Guide to Tracing Your 

Ancestry [British Isles] 
· Descendants of Jonathan Wilson of Warren County 

Kentucky and the Allied Families of Sturgeon, Cowles, 
Spinks, Flohri/Flora, Baugh, Graville 

· Early Missouri Marriages in the News 1820-1853 
· Family History: ! e Ancestry and Descendants of James 

Nelson Grigg and Eliza Alice Danley, A 
· Genealogical Abstracts of Orphans Court Records, 

Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Vols 6-8, 1795-1815 
· Halifax and Its People, 1749-1999 [Nova Scotia, 

Canada] 
· History of Oneida County, New York with Illustrations 

and Biographical Sketches. Some of Its Prominent Men 
and Pioneers. 1667-1878* 

· History of the Town of Hempstead, A: ! e 325th 
Anniversary of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, 
New York, 1644-1969 

· Index to the Tithables of Loudoun County, Virginia and 
to Slaveholders and Slaves 1758-1786

· Island at the Center of the World, ! e [Manhattan, New 
York County, New York] 

· Korea Reborn: A Grateful Nation Honors War Veterans 
for 60 Years of Growth 

· Land Grants in Alta California 
· Marriage Bonds of Tryon and Lincoln Counties North 

Carolina 
· Nova Scotia Sketch Book [Nova Scotia, Canada] 
· Nova Scotia Vital Statistics from Newspapers, 1829-1834 
· Paris Texas Historical Tour Guide 
· People's History of the Hallinglag of America 1907-2007 

[Norweigians in America] 
· Records of Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church 

Wilmington, Delaware, from 1697 to 1773 and 
Catalogue and Errata of the Records of Holy Trinity (Old 
Swedes) Church 

· Sierra Paci" c Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America [Alameda County, California]. 1987 

· South Carolina in the American Revolution: A Source 
Guide for Genealogists and Historians

· Strangers and Pilgrims, Travellers and Sojourners: 
Leiden and the Foundations of Plymouth Plantation 
[Massachusetts]*

· Surname Exchange [Family History Society of Arizona] 
· ! ey Called Him Bloody Bill: ! e Life of William 

Anderson, Missouri Guerrilla 
· Watts, 1687-1975: Ancestry and Descendants of Ridley Watts 
· We Rode with Quantrill: Quantrill and the Guerrilla 

War as Told by the Men and Women Who Were with 
Him with a True Sketch of Quantrill's Life

· World's Funniest Epitaphs, ! e 
· Your Life & Times: How to Put a Life Story on Tape - an 

Oral History Handbook 

New Periodicals - Karen Zeppenfeld
· Genealogical Surname Index (CA)
· Historical Observer, ! e 
· Mountain News (WV) 
· ! e New England Computer Genealogist (Multi) 

Micro! che - Marie Beernink
· 40,000 Early Georgia Marriages 
· A Gazetteer of the State of Pennsylvania 1832 
· Canadian Dominion Directory 
· Canadian Participants in the American Revolution-An Index 
· Data on United Empire Loyalists 
· Directory of Churches and Religious Organizations in 

Wisconsin
· Guide to Church Vital Statistics in Tennessee 
· Guide to Public Vital Statistics Records in New York 

State (Including New York City) 
· Index to Wills of Charleston Co. South Carolina 1671-1868 
· Indexes to the County Wills of South Carolina 
· Lovell's Gazetteer of British North America 
· New York Historical Society Abstracts of Wills of City of 

New York 1665-1760 
· North Carolina Wills and Inventories 
· Recensements Du Quebec 
· Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the War of the 

Revolution, War of 1812, Mexican War 
· Report on the Custody and Condition of the Public 

Records of Parish, Towns, and Counties (MA)
· Roster of Soldiers from North Carolina in the American 

Revolution 
· ! e Historical Observer (CT)
· ! e Maryland Calendar Wills 

 * CDC - Collection Development Committee
 **50/50 club

Use: Goodsearch.com
 GoodSearch.com works much like Google, but 
WVGS receives a penny for each of your searches. Read 
the instructions on the home page and be sure to enter 
West Valley Genealogical Society in the lower box so we 
receive the credit.
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Aluminum Cans
Gale Kristof, ! e Can Man

 Our total for the year is just a few dollars 
short of $1400. It was 6% over the 2012 total and 
our highest amount ever. Congratulations once 
again to the members for a super e! ort"
Now, be sure to save up all of your aluminum cans from 
the holidays and make a note to bring them to the January 
meeting and keep the momentum going through all of 2014.

PLEASE NOTE: Do not leave cans in the caged area due 
to the" s. Bring them into the Library or to the General 
Membership meeting. 

Notice - Notice - Notice
We do not recycle plastic bottles. We have had 

members with good intentions leaving them for us. 
Regrettably we cannot use or store them. Please put 
them with your regular recyclable items at home.

WVGS Open House
We would love to have you join us on 

Sunday, January 19th
from 1 to 4 pm

 We invite anyone interested in researching their 
family history to take this opportunity to visit and 
learn about the Society. Take a tour of the Library's 
extensive collections; speak with leaders of the Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs); sign-up for classes, and learn 
about many other outstanding opportunities to help 
with your family research.
 # ere will be representatives of various Lineage 
Societies, such as the DAR, to answer inquiries regarding 
membership in these highly regarded organizations. 
Our Membership Registrar will be happy to answer any 
questions about the bene& ts of a WVGS Membership and 
will accept your Membership Application.

Details: www.azwvgs.org or call 623-933-4945.

Display Case
 Come see what toys we have in the glass display 
case in January. # ere might not be many, but they will 
be interesting. Anyone interested in displaying any toys 
in the case can contact Sally Pavia, dir.specprojects@
azwvgs.org or 623 974-0195 
 Multi-purpose Room - the glass cases in the media 
room will be in honor of our military men and women 
from our members' families. # ere is still room for more, 
so if you have some that can be displayed, please contact 
Sally Pavia, dir.specprojects@azwvgs.org or 623 974-0195.

We would really like the display to be extra special.

Did you upgrade your PC?

If your old PC was 4 years or 
newer and you want to donate it, 

we can put it to good use.
Contact: Rich sysadm@azwvgs.org 

or Roger cec@azwvgs.org

Research Night
Sally Pavia

 Be sure to come on # ursday, January 16th, 5-9 pm. 
Bring your dinner and $3.50. We provide dessert and 
drinks. If anyone needs help with their research, there 
will be someone there to help. Come for lots of fun 
company and you'll have a great time.

Fundraising News
Sharon Brown

 

*New Eat at Marley's Restaurant and Bar in Surprise 
at 15226 W Bell Road, 623-251-4854 and 

WVGS will get a percentage of your meal just by 
showing your FREE Marley's Card 

available at the Library.

Don't forget to use your Fry's card when purchasing 
Gi*  Cards. WVGS gets a percentage from all 

our shopping purchases.

We also get a percentage on purchases at Albertsons.
 Need a card? # ey can be picked up at the Library.

Any out of town guests coming to visit can get a 
discount at the Comfort Inn in Surprise. Pick up a FREE 

card at the Library and check out the requirements. 
We get a percentage from them as well.

Remember, by supporting these business partners you 
are also helping your WVGS Library.
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Classes
Connie Sheets

Important change: As of January 2014, all checks should 
be made out to WVGS instead of the instructor.

For schedule of classes, dates, times, class descriptions 
and costs, please check our website www.azwvgs.org 

or call the Library at 623-933-4945. 
All classes are limited to the ! rst 20 people to register.

Barbara Stenberg, Instructor
Novice Genealogy Monthly
Every third Friday unless noted  1:00 - 3:00 pm

Judy Crawford, Instructor
Preparation for Salt Lake City Trip (in March) 1 class
Friday, 10:00 am - 12:00 noon  January 17

Jean M. White, Instructor
Problem Solving 3 classes
Wednesday, 1:00 - 3:00 pm  January 29, February 5, 12

Research Techniques I 4 classes
Wednesday, 1:00 - 3:00 pm  February 19, 26, March 5, 12

Research Techniques II  4 classes
(Research Techniques I suggesed)

Wednesday, 1:00 - 3:00 pm  March 19 & 26, April 2 & 9

More Research Opportunities
! e WVGS Library is now open every 

Sunday a" ernoon from 12:30 to 4:00 pm. 
Please take advantage of this additional 

time available for research. 
Please remember to thank those Library 

Aides who are making this possible.

Donations ± ! ank You"  

M any, many thanks to all of our donors of 
materials; equipment and publications. 
Donors: 50/50 club; Estate of Marion Boshart; 

CDC in Honor of Lori Gurcius' work with CDC; CDC 
in Memory of Beverley Keller-Meek; CDC in Memory 
of Delores ªDeeº Lei# eit; CDC in Memory of Ann 
Michaelson; CDC in Memory of Beatrice Mochel; CDC 
in Memory of John Post; Mikki Cearfoss; B. J. Craig; 
Bob & Cathy Gallagher; Jim Godfrey; Marsha Hanson; 
Laramie County, Wyoming Library; Elizabeth Lawson; 
Elizabeth S. Marty; Linda McCleary; Peggy Morphew; 
From Dee Snook to Carol Measham in memory of her 
mother, Lila Morehouse Quigley; Dee Snook; Dorothy 
Sprague; John Spreitzer; Barbara Stenberg; Jean White 
and Dottie de Young.

Do you have Programming or 
Web Design Experience?

We Want You!
Would you like to help 

improve WVGS 
information for our 

members? 
If so contact 

Rich sysadm@azwvgs.org 
or Roger cec@azwvgs.org

You will be playing an important role in the 
future of our organization.

November 23rd Seminar at the 
Irish Cultural Center/McClelland Library 
With Speaker/Genealogist Peggy Magee

Seven WVGS Members were in attendance, from le"  to 
right: Mary (not a Member), Tom Martin, Bob and Cathy 
Gallagher, Carol Daly, Lynn Pedro and Mary Lou Metz. 
Not shown: Joyce Rogers

Norman McClelland, 
founder of McClelland 
Library with Cathy and 
Bob Gallagher

Chas Moore, ICC 
Head Librarian and 
Peggy Magee, Guest 
Speaker/Certi$ ed 
Genealogist
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WVGS February 22, 2014 Seminar 
Topic Descriptions

Pamela Boyer-Sayre, Speaker 

Investigating Your Ancestors ± Everyone loves a good 
mystery, but not when the mystery is, ªWho is my great-
grandfather?º or ªWhere did he come from? He just 
showed up here.º Genealogists can use common tech-
niques employed by criminal investigators to help solve 
the mysteries of lineage.
 ! is lecture discusses how to search for and identify 
ancestors, record evidence, analyze and draw accurate con-
clusions, and write comprehensive but concise reports. 

You Can Go Home Again ± Our dialects, accents, and 
regionalisms provide important clues to our roots. It's 
usually simple for anyone to determine that a speaker is a 
ªNorthernerº or a ªSoutherner.º But listen more closely for 
clues in the form of, or pronunciation, usage, and regional-
isms that can lead us to identify a dialect from a speci" c 
region. ! is lecture and audio or video clips will identify 
some common word usages and pronunciations associated 
with speci" c geographic areas of the United States that will 
a# ord genealogists possible new clues to help determine 
the origins of past generations of their families.

Westward Ho! But How? ± Where are the records of 
the immigrants to the United States West? ! is lecture 
focuses on Americans who traveled west by way of 
Panama, and the records they le$ . Of course many can 
be documented from NARA's passenger arrival records 
at various U.S. West Coast ports. But what of those who 
died of cholera outbreaks while waiting in Panama? ! is 
lecture will identify sources of records for military and 
civilian travelers who were able to move more quickly 
and easily from eastern or southern American soil to the 
West Coast, and the unfortunate ones who died en route.
 

" e Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Evaluating Internet 
Sources ± ! e vast resources on the Internet can of-
fer solutions to brick-wall problems or can lead to even 
more gnarled chains of so-called facts to unthread and 
sort out. Learn how to analyze Web sources to determine 
which o# er reliable evidence. ! is step-by-step approach 
provides a foundation for judging the various types of 
information found on the Internet.

50/50 Books Report
Lu Williams

 ! e Society pays one-half of the cost of the books 
listed; interested members donate the remainder. 
Members may suggest titles to be considered for the list. 
 ! e following books can be purchased through your 
participation in the 50/50 program:
· Marriage & death notices from Raleigh region and NC 

Gazette, 1799-1825, 2 volumes in 1
 Cost %21.50 .........................................Balance Due %3.75
· Marriage & death notices from Raleigh region and NC 

Gazette, 1826-1845, 2 volumes in 1
 Cost %36.50 .......................................Balance Due %15.25
· Marriage & death notices from Raleigh region and NC 

Gazette, 1847-1867, 2 volumes in 1
 Cost %22.50 .........................................Balance Due %5.25
· Early Church Records of Monmouth County, NJ
 Cost %13.00 .........................................Balance Due %6.50
· New Jersey Bible Records, Vol I - Atlantic, Burlington, 

Cape May & Glouster Counties
 Cost %12.00 ....................................................Paid In Full
· Special Presidential Pardons For Confederate Soldiers
 Cost %60.00 .......................................Balance Due %30.00

Gi#  Certi$ cates Available

 Looking for something interesting for that genealogist 
friend or someone in the family? Why not a Membership 
gi$  certi" cate. Available now at the Library or purchase 
online at our website www.azwvgs.org.

Upcoming Speakers
 

February 10
Carolyn O'Bagy Davis

ªGoldie Tracy Richmond, Quiltmakerº

March 10
Daniela Moneta

ªHow To Use DNA Testingº

April 14
Leonard Marcisz

ª! e Stoneman Military Roadº

May 12
James L. Tanner

ª! e New Family Tree Program at the 
Family History Libraryº

 ªTwenty years from now you will be more disap-
pointed by the things you didn't do than by the ones 
you did. So throw o!  the bowlines, sail away from 
the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover.º

Mark Twain



May Ra•  e
• is painting, donated by Irma Harding, will be our May Ra€  e. Tickets may be purchased at the Library or our 

general meetings for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 from now until then.

! e Way I Heard It
 A young man was researching his family tree. He remembered a story he'd heard as a child about his great-great 
grandparents. He had been told that they had traveled West looking for new land. On the way they became ill and died. 
! ey were buried in the desert. ! e couple had two children. One of the other couples took the children to raise.
 ! e young man spent his vacation time driving from town to town in the western states looking for the two graves. On 
about the third trip, he stopped at a garage in a little town in New Mexico to have his car serviced. He told the owner the 
story of his quest. One of the other men working there said as a youth on an outing with a church group, he saw two graves 
with wooden crosses. He gave the young man directions to the ranch where he thought the graves were.
 ! e man went to talk to the owner of the ranch. He was quite elderly. ! e rancher admitted there were two graves on 
his property. He loaned him a horse and told him where to look 
for the graves. A" er # nding the graves, he returned to the ranch 
and talked some more with the elderly rancher.
 ! e rancher told him that his great grandfather had decided 
to stop here and build a ranch. ! e member of the party who took 
the children decided to go back East. ! e ranchers grandfather was 
a brother to the man in the grave and the woman who took the 
children to raise was a sister to the woman in the grave.
 ! e elderly rancher took him to the barn and showed him 
a piece of wood from the broken cross and by matching stories 
handed down from family members, con# rmed that the two graves 
were those of the young man's great-great grandparents and the 
elderly rancher was his great-great uncle.

Deadline Correction For Desert Tracker

 ! e Desert Tracker theme for our April issue is: How did your Ancestors get to 
America and/or from East to West Coast. Boat (across Atlantic, via Panama, across 
Paci# c, Rivers?), Walk, Stagecoach, Horseback? I found one relative who went from the 
midwest to Utah with a `Mormon Cart'. He wasn't Mormon but I guess there were many 
who found that a good, safe way to travel. Another relative, for his health, was sent with 
a guide from Janesville, Wisconsin, at a very young age, and rode to San Francisco in the 
company of this very c̀olorful' person. He wrote a diary of his trip. 
 So as you gather with your relatives around the Wassail Bowl, ask a few questions. 
You might be surprised at the stories and it would be wonderful if you would share them 
with us. Our deadline for articles (long or short) for the Spring issue is FEBRUARY 
15TH, not March 24th, which was in the Fall issue. 


