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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN 
by Dorothy Sprague 

 

 2009 is almost history.  Many of us have added 

paragraphs or pages to our family story.  Our society 

has seen changes and additions.  Time marches 
forward. 

 I thank all of you for making my past few years as 

President so memorable.  Your support and assistance 
will be remembered and is deeply appreciated. 

 I know you will give your wonderful support and 

help to the 2010 Officers and Board.  The future of 

our Society is in their hands and they will do a great 
job. 

 I look forward to visiting with all of you. 

 

2010 NEW AZWVGS BOARD ELECTED 

 

 Ethel Sanders, Arlene Sampson and Jean White 
presented the Slate of Nominees at the November 9

th
 

Annual Membership Meeting.  Elected by vote of 

members at the November meeting are: 

 

 President Karla Bartel 

 1
st
 Vice President Dee Snook 

 2
nd

 Vice President Penny Williams 

 Secretary Vera Elgin 

 Treasurer Doris Young 

 Director/Asst. Treas. Lois Gemmell 

 Director Vern Worrell 

 

 The Board‟s term of office is from January 1, 

2010 through December 31, 2011.  Please thank them 
for agreeing to serve. 

 Roger Hanneman will complete his term as 

Director in December 2010.  Carol Struck will be 
approved by the Board at the January meeting to 

complete Penny Williams‟ term as Director. Our 

Librarian, Peggy Morphew, is a member of the Board 

by virtue of serving in that position. 
 We thank the Nominating Committee for their 

fine work recruiting such great volunteers. 

 
 

 

WVGS Library:   

12222 N. 111
th
 Avenue, Youngtown, AZ  85363-1225 

Hours: 9a-4p Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, & Saturday  

  Tuesday nights, 6p-9p; closed Monday and 

  Wednesday for classes/meetings 

Telephone:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   623-933-4945 

Website:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . http://www.azwvgs.org 

Monthly Meetings:  2
nd

 Monday of each month 

First Presbyterian Church 12225 N. 103
rd

 Ave., SC 

September through May  Doors open at 1:00p 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
by Bob Herschelman 

 

lease welcome new members Edwin J Clinger, 

Mary Haja, Barbara Joseph, Chad Lape, Neil 

Morse, Linda & Allen Nash, and Lester Stong. 
We now have 545 members.   

 We are implementing a new membership database 

for 2010.  The new database will have the capabilities 
for separate e-mail address for each member of the 

household as well as to have the ability to store your 

summer address and the dates you will be gone from 

our area.  We will still need to be notified of any 
change of address and e-mail information. 

 Included in this month‟s issue of Tidbits is the 

2010 membership form.  Please complete the entire 
Membership Form and return it to the Library. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P 

MEMBERSHIP FORM ENCLOSED 
Your 2010 Membership Form are included with 

this edition of Tidbits.  Please fill out it 

completely so we can update all your information 

for the new year‟s database.  Your help will be 

deeply appreciated.  
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
By Vera Elgin, Chairman 

 

 The roof over the main library building has 
seriously deteriorated, and must be replaced as soon 

as possible.  Also, the roof over the computer lab and 

periodicals part of the building needs important 
maintenance/repair.  

 This work will cost more than $13,000, and 

there's just over $15,000 in the building fund.  This 
much needed work will seriously deplete the building 

fund.  In the event of another emergency – such as 

replacing an air conditioner this summer which cost 

nearly $6,000 – we would be in financial difficulty. 
 We could add more than $5,000 to the Building 

Fund, if each of our members contributed $10.  Some 

may be unable to give this amount, and some may be 
able to give more.  But, please give this request your 

consideration.  Checks should be made out to WVGS 

and mark it "Building Fund." 
 

 
 

 

DONATIONS – THANK YOU! 
 

any, many thanks to all of our 

donors of publications, materials 
and equipment:  50/50 Club, 

Arlington Heights (IL) Library, Melissa Bird, Bev 

Craig, Marilyn Dase, Opal Hanke, Dorothy 
Hopkinson, Jack Landers, Linda McCleary, Mid-

Continent Public Library, Peggy Morphew, Anny 

Mouse, Rosalie Ogden, Plano (TX) Public Library, 
Mary Lou Sliney, Dee Snook, Dorothy Sprague, 

Stephanie Sparks, June Stahl, Ada Sullivan and Jean 

White.  The Equipment Committee would also like to 

thank the unknown donor who provided software and 
2 licenses for MS Office Home & Student 2007 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 
 

 WVGS expresses sympathies to the 

family of longtime WVGS member and 
volunteer, Thomas A. McCartney. 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 14, 2009 SPEAKER 

by Karla Bartel 

 

Marilyn Murray, author & 
educator, will be our speaker at the 

WVGS December 14 meeting. 

 Marilyn will be speaking on 

“Understanding Russia in the 21st 

Century.  Why Russian citizens are 

the way they are.”  Since 2002 Professor Murray has 
lived half-time in Moscow, Russia where she presents 

her Murray Method to health professionals and to 

clergy regarding the treatment of trauma, abuse, 

deprivation, and their correlation with addictions.  
 She has special personal interest in Russia as her 

paternal grandparents were born in villages near 

Saratov, and also because of the tragic history of their 
families - all of their sisters, brothers, nieces, nephews 

suffered in the Stalinist terror - they either were killed, 

starved to death in the forced collectivizations, or sent 
to concentration camps in Siberia. Those who 

survived the gulags, and their descendants, are living 

today in various regions of Russia.  Thus, the long-

term consequences of trauma, abuse and deprivation 
and the mechanisms of survival became a 

generational prototype for her family.  

 Those of us who have ancestors from “Russia” 
will understand just how difficult it may be to obtain 

information and records.  Their family histories don‟t 

fit into places like what we‟re used to.  Please come! 

 

GLASS DISPLAY CASE  

AND CASES IN MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 
                by Sally Pavia 

 

 This month‟s display is WWII 

memorabilia.  Please come and view 

the items.   

 We are lucky enough to have 
items for the Display Case through February of 2010.  

We will still need items to fill the case beginning in 

March 2010.  This gives you plenty of time to start 
hunting „goodies‟ you‟d like to share with the other 

members of the Society.   

 Also, there is going to be a change in the cases in 

the multi-purpose room.  We are hoping it will be 
something you‟ll enjoy and something others will 

want to try.  The change will be a surprise until it‟s 

put together and on display.  Keep checking, the new 
multi-purpose room display will be up soon.   

 Please contact me if you have anything to share.  I 

can be reached at: info@azwvgs.org please enter 
Sally Pavia in the Subject Line.  Thank you.  
 

M 

mailto:info@azwvgs.org
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L  I  B  R  A  R  Y         R  E  P  O  R  T 
Peggy Morphew, Library Administrator 

 

NEW BOOKS REPORT 
by Sue Firth 

 
o Castro's Colony 

o Celebrating 100 years of Frontier Living  

o Centennial and Illustrated Wayne County 

o Confederacy, The 
o Dutch Glory Church Register 1791-1860 of the 

Bethlehem Lutheran and Reformed Church 

o Families of Co. Dublin Ireland 
o Families of Co. Galway Ireland 

o Families of Co. Kerry Ireland 

o Family Maps of Chippewa County, Wisconsin* 
o Family Maps of Clark County, Wisconsin* 

o Family Maps of Douglas County, Missouri* 

o Family Maps of Eau Claire County, Wisconsin* 

o Family Maps of Fulton County, Illinois* 
o Family Maps of Grudy County, Illinois* 

o Family Maps of Kent County, Michigan* 

o Family Maps of Logan County, Colorado* 
o Family Maps of Macon County, Missouri* 

o Family Maps of Montgomery County, Arkansas* 

o Family Maps of Putnam County, Ohio* 

o Family Maps of St. Croix County, Wisconsin* 
o Family Maps of St. Francois County, Missouri* 

o Family Maps of Stephenson County, Illinois* 

o Family Maps of Van Buren County, Arkansas* 
o Family Maps of Vernon County, Wisconsin* 

o Family Maps of White County, Illinois 

o Famous Texas Feuds 
o Formation of Counties in South Carolina, The 

o Garland Genealogy, The Descendants of Peter 

Garland, Mariner Admitted Resident of 

Charlestown, Massachusetts Bay in 1637 
o Genealogical Gleanings from Early Newspapers 

for Residents in and near Crawford County, 

Wisconsin, 1897-1902 
o Genetics For Dummies 

o Index to Spanish and Mexican Land Grants in 

Texas 
o Index to the Archives of Spanish West Florida 

1782-1810 

o Index to the Relander Archives in the Yakima 

Valley Regional Library 
o Mahoning County, Ohio Wills and 

Administrations:  Abstracts 1846-1856, Volume 1 

o Map of St. Joseph Co. Michigan 1858  
o Marriage Bonds and Ministers' Returns of Prince 

Edward County, Virginia 1754-1810 

o Mexican Militia in the Frontier Wars, 1790-1796 

o Nacogdoches County Cemetery Records, Volume 1 
o National Historical Trails 

o Nothing Like It in the World 

o Plymouth County Massachusetts Probate Index 

1686-1881 

o Selected Bibliography of County, City, and Town 
Histories and Related Published Records in the 

South Carolina Archives Reference Library 

o Taming of the Salt, The 
o Tax Lists of Washington County, 

Pennsylvania:1784-85 and 1793 

o Waldoboro's History 
o Who Was Who in America with World Notables, 

Volume 6 

o Who's Who in the Midwest, 22
nd

 Edition 

o Wyoming 1890-1990 
* 50/50 Club 

 

 

NEW CD REPORT 
by Marie Beernink 

 

o CD 10199 Lunenburg County, Nova Scotia Burial 
Indices 

o CD 10200 Miscellaneous Tax Lists--Maryland, 

North Carolina and Virginia 

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

 

Thanksgiving: CLOSED November 26, 27, 28 
(Thursday, Friday, Saturday)  

Christmas: CLOSED December 24, 25, 26 

(Thursday, Friday, Saturday)  

New Year’s: OPEN January 1, 2010 (Friday.)  
 

 

CALENDAR 

 

November 21 Parking Lot Sale, 8a-3p 

This is a major fund 

raiser for AZWVGS, 

please participate. 
December 7 Board Meeting 

December 14 Membership Meeting 

December 16 Scan your photos and documents, 

10a-5p  
December 17  Research Dinner 

January 1 Library Open for Research 

January 22-23 WBGS Booth at Mesa Expo 
January 24 Society Open House Celebration 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGS) 
 

o ADOPTION Contact Lou McLean 

o AFRICAN/ 

 AMERICAN 
1
 2

nd
 Tuesday, 6:30-8:00p 

o BRITISH ISLES 
2
 4

th
 Thursday, 1:00-3:00p 

Includes England, Ireland, Scotland, & Wales 

o CANADA/ 3
rd

 Thursday 

FRENCH CANADIAN 11:00a-12:30p 

o DNA  

[Oct/Dec/Feb/Apr] 1
st
 Saturday, 1:00-3:00p 

o GERMAN/POLAND 3
rd

 Tuesday, 9:30-11:30a 

o INDIANA/OHIO 
2
 4

th
 Friday, 1:00-3:00p 

o ITALY 
3
 1st Thursday, 10:30a-12:30p 

o JEWISH 3
rd

 Saturday, 9:00-11:00a 

o LEGACY 1
st
 Saturday, 10:00-Noon 

o QUAKERS 
3
 1st Friday, 9:30-11:00a 

o MARYLAND 
3
 1

st
 Friday, 1:00-3:00p 

o MISSOURI 2
nd

 Friday, 10:00-Noon 

o NEW ENGLAND   

STATES 
2
 4

th
 Saturday, 1:00-3:00p 

o NORWAY 2
nd

 Tuesday, 9:30-11:30a 

o NY/NJ/PA 1
st
 Tuesday, 9:30-11:30a 

o QUAKERS 
3
 1

st
 Friday, 9:30-11:30a 

o SOUTHERN  

STATES 
2
 4

th
 Saturday, 10:00-Noon 

o SWEDEN 
4
 3

rd
 Thursday, 1:00-3:00p 

o TMG 2
nd

 Saturday, 10:00-Noon 

 

 Please call the Library at 623-933-4945 to 

verify that the schedules have not changed or if 

you have any questions about the SIGs. 
 
1
African/American SIG, ask Library aide to call 

Arlene when you arrive. 
2 
The following SIGs will not meet in November and 

December due to the holidays.  
3 
The following SIGs will not meet January due to 

the holidays. 
4 
Needs a new leader, contact the Library if you are 

interested. 

 

FALL CLASSES 
by Karla Bartel 

 

 This is the schedule of classes, 

dates and times. Please call the 
Library, 623-933-4945, or check our 

web site for class descriptions and 

fees.  http://www.azwvgs.org  
 

Nancy Nielsen, Instructor, 2 sets of Classes: 
FAMILY TREE MAKER – VER 16  4 Sessions 

Part 1: Jan 18, Feb 1, 8, 15, & 22, 2010  9:30-11:30a 
 

FAMILY TREE MAKER – VER 16 5 Sessions 

Part 2:  Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2010 9:30-11:30a 
 

WRITING YOUR LIFE STORIES 8 Sessions 

Nancy Tsuchiya, Instructor Rescheduled to 

Wednesday Jan 13, 20, 27, Feb 3, 10, 17, 24, 

Mar 3, 2010  10a-noon 

 

Jean White, Instructor, 3 sets of Classes 
PROBLEM SOLVING 3 Sessions 

Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3 - 1:00-3:00p 

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 1 4 Sessions 

Feb. 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3 - 1:00-3:00p 

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 2  4 Sessions 

Mar. 10, 17, 24, 31 - 1:00-3:00p 
 

 Sign up for classes at the Library or membership 

meetings.  All of the classes have a minimal fee.  Be 

sure to check our web page, www.azwvgs.org, and/or 
any e-News for updates.   

 

WVGS OPEN HOUSE  

JAN 24, 2010 1-4 P 
 

 This event is open to the public and offers 

anyone interested in researching family history to 
visit our expanding collection and improved services.  

Invite your neighbors and friends to attend.   

 Tour the Library:  get an overview of our 

more than 13,000 books, CD's, periodicals, 
micro forms, computer lab resources and the 

classroom – all dedicated to Genealogy.  

 View Genealogy Software demonstrations.  
 Sign up for Classes, Research Nights and 

Special Interest Groups.  

 Familiarize yourself with the Annual Trips to 
the Washington, D.C. National Archives and 

Salt Lake City Family History Library.  

 Visit with local history societies and 

experienced genealogy buffs.  
 Refreshments and door prizes. 

 

http://www.azwvgs.org/
http://www.azwvgs.org/
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50/50 BOOKS REPORT 
by Jean White 

 

 The Society pays one-half of the cost of these 
books; interested members donate the remainder.  

Members may suggest titles to be added to the list.   

 Look for us at the December meeting to take 

orders for the Arphax Map books.  To view a list of 
the map books available, please go to 

www.arphax.com.  Select the book you wish to 

donate and pay half of the cost.  The CDC will pay 
the other half.  Your name will appear inside the 

book as the donor. 
 

 The following books will be purchased through 

your participation in the 50/50 program: 

 Cattaraugus County New York Surrogate Court 
Abstracts:  Guardianship Edition 

 Total Cost:  $34.50 Balance Needed:  $17.25 

 Erinôs Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada 
1751-1858, Vol. III 

 Total Cost:  $30.00 Balance Needed:  $15.00 

 Land Claims in the Eastern District of the 
Orleans Territory 

 Total Cost:  $30.00 Balance Needed:  $15.00 

 Maine Families in 1790, Vol. 10 

 Total Cost:  $75.00 Balance Needed:  $27.25 
 South Carolinaôs Royal Grants, Vol. 4: Grant 

Books 25 ï 31 1772-1775 

 Total Cost:  $27.50 Balance Needed:  $13.75 
 Spartanburg County, S.C. Deeds, 1852-1860, 

Vol. 5 

 Total Cost:  $45.00 Balance Needed:  $22.50 

 
 

EASY WAY TO DONATE EVERYDAY! 
 

PUT THESE NUMBERS IN YOUR WALLET: 

Office Max Perks #001274-8337 

Staples Rewards #04050-4355-5 

Safeway eScript ID #151055488 

Basha’s Thanks Program #23643 

 

 

November is renewal month for eScript at 

Safeway and Basha’s, please remember to sign up 

again.  Also, our Basha’s number ends in a 3! 

 

 

USE: GoodSearch.com 

  GoodShop.com 
 GoodSearch.com works much like Google, but 

WVGS receives a penny for each of your searches.  

Read the instructions on the home page and be sure 
to enter West Valley Genealogical Society in the 

lower box so we receive the credit. 

 

HELP WANTED 

 Do you want to meet other members and help the 
Society? 

 Volunteers with or without experience are 
needed. 

 There are a variety of ways that you could help 
the Society and your fellow members. 

 You can volunteer to work with fellow members 
or do something on an individual schedule. 

 You can volunteer for just a few hours for 1 day 
a month or expanded things if you wish.  

 E-mail info@azwvgs.org and put “Help Wanted” 

in the subject field or call the library 623-933-4945 

 

SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE VOLUNTEERS 

ARE NOW NEEDED!!! 

 

Library Aides:  Welcome and assist members and 

guests to use our Library research materials.   

Time - 4 hour periods on a regular basis.  Call 
Deanna Hill - 623-566-3961. 

 

Housekeepers:  Assist in basic cleaning at the 

library.  Men are needed to do vacuuming. 

Time - 1 hour each month, 7 am on Mondays.  Call 
the library - 623-933-4945. 

 

Speakers:  Represent WVGS at other associations 

and make presentations on our behalf. 

Time-as needed, Contact Bill Hill, azbil@cox.net 

 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

 
Do you have a working laptop that you  

are not using?     WVGS can put it to  

  good use. 

   Please contact Roger Hanneman,  
PC Committee at 623-214-3233  

webmaster@azwvgs.org  

 
 

SITTING UP WITH THE DEAD REPORT 

by Peggy Morphew and Ethel Sanders 

 

 29 ghouls came to sitting up with the 

dead dinner.  Everyone had a great time 
and loved the menu.  From this fun event, 

$360 has been added to the Building 

Fund.   

 We are looking forward to more fun events that 
will benefit the Library/Society. 

   

http://www.arphax.com/
mailto:info@azwvgs.org
mailto:azbil@cox.net
mailto:webmaster@azwvgs.org
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West Valley Genealogical Society 

12222 N. 111
th

 Avenue 

Youngtown, AZ  85363-1225 
 

 

Dated Material 

 

Please Deliver Promptly 

 

 

 

 2009 
 

 2010 Membership and Seminar Forms Enclosed 
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TIDBIT S IS NOW ELECTRONIC !! 
by Dorothy Sprague 

 
 Have you signed up with Dorothy Sprague, at pres@azwvgs.org for the Electronic version of Tidbits?  If 

not, do it soon as this will be a big money saver for the Society.  We will send a notification out each month when 

the newest issue is on the website.  Also, the December 2009 issue will be the last one mailed to members who 

have agreed to receive theirs via the internet.  Thank you for so many good comments on how great these look on 
the website. 

 Were you able to get the electronics Tidbits on our website?  If you couldn't get the 

www.azwvgs.org/publications.htm link to work, let us know so we can help you. 

 If you had problems with the direct link above you can try the following: 
1. Copy/paste or manually type the link www.azwvgs.org/publications.htm into your browser.  It should now 

work, but if it doesn't, go to step 2.  

2. Try the WVGS website, www.azwvgs.org.  When the website opens, click on the brown “Publications” 
box or the Green Statement that says, “Your issues of Tidbits are now available online.”  Click on 

December or any back issue you would like to read.      

 You can always get it this way.  Bookmark the Society's website for future use. 

 IMPORTANT NOTE:   Adobe's free Acrobat Reader is needed to view the Tidbits files on our website.  

Most of you already have it or may need to update to the current version.  To install or update Adobe, click on the 

Adobe link on our website or go to  www.adobe.com.  Before you download the latest version of Adobe Reader, 
make sure you uncheck the box next to  “Also install -- free McAfee Security Scan” by clicking on it.  You do not 

want this.  Then, scroll down and click on the large gold “Download” button and follow the screen directions.   

 
 

 

mailto:pres@azwvgs.org
http://www.azwvgs.org/publications.htm
http://www.azwvgs.org/publications.htm
http://www.azwvgs.org/
http://www.adobe.com/

